
PALMS TO ASHES ~ IN PREPARATION FOR LENT 

pre-set: place fire pit on plaza and light log 15 minutes before Prayer Service 

GREETING AND SIGN OF THE CROSS 

 In the name of the Father, ✠ the Son, and Holy Spirit.  (R. Amen) 

 The Lord be with you.  (R. And with your spirit) 

OPENING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

God of tender mercy,  
you fashioned us from the dust of earth  
and bid us follow your Gospel call in the company of the Church.  
Look on us with kindness as we prepare the ashes  
which will mark the beginning of our Lenten journey.  

Grant that we who make the desert pilgrimage  
might come to the font of rebirth with a renewed passion for 
justice.  

May our alms serve your people and bring us peace,  
may prayer sanctify all our deeds,  
and may we come at last to the table you set in the place  
where you reign with Christ and the Holy Spirit forever and ever. (R. 
Amen.) 



READING 
A reading from the book of the Prophet Isaiah 

Is this the manner of fasting I would choose, 
a day to afflict oneself? 
To bow one’s head like a reed, 
and lie upon sackcloth and ashes? 
Is this what you call a fast, 
a day acceptable to the LORD?  

Is this not, rather, the fast that I choose: 
releasing those bound unjustly, 
untying the thongs of the yoke; 
Setting free the oppressed, 
breaking off every yoke? 
Is it not sharing your bread with the hungry, 
bringing the afflicted and the homeless into your house; 
Clothing the naked when you see them, 
and not turning your back on your own flesh?  

Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 
and your wound shall quickly be healed; 
Your vindication shall go before you, 
and the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 
Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer, 
you shall cry for help, and he will say: “Here I am!” 

If you remove the yoke from among you, 
the accusing finger, and malicious speech, 
If you lavish your food on the hungry 
and satisfy the afflicted; 
Then your light shall rise in the darkness, 
and your gloom shall become like midday. 

The word of the Lord.  (R. Thanks be to God) 
   
  After the reading, a BRIEF reflection may be offered. 



PSALMS AND BURNING OF THE ASHES 
   Palms are placed on burning wood in fire pit. 

BLESSING OF ASHES 

    The ritual concludes with the Blessing of the Ashes. 

Lord 
bless these ashes ✠ 
by which we will show that we are dust. 
Pardon our sins 
and keep us faithful to the discipline of Lent, 
for you do not want sinners to die 
but to live with the risen Christ, 
who reigns with you forever and ever. 

pause in silence while palms burn. 

And may the blessing of almighty God, 
the Father, and the Son, ✠ and the Holy Spirit, 
come down on you and remain with you for ever.  (R. Amen) 

Go in the peace of Christ.  (R. Thanks be to God) 

RECESSIONAL HYMN AND RECESSION 


